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Editorial 
 

Jo Mynard, Kanda University of International Studies, Japan 
 
 

Welcome to a general issue of SiSAL Journal that features contributions from 

colleagues based in Turkey, Jamaica, Mexico, New Zealand and Japan. In this issue, 

we touch on a range of themes such as online support for self-access and writing, 

conducting a self-directed learning needs analysis, and uncovering the effects of 

intentional encouragement for self-access by instructors. We are also fortunate 

enough to feature reviews of two recent books that have implications for the field of 

self-access learning. 

The first article is by Michelle Stewart-McKoy who is based at the University 

of Technology in Jamaica. The author discusses an ongoing project where a team 

designed and developed a customised website for teaching academic writing at the 

tertiary level in Jamaica. The project draws upon a design-based research approach to 

and the content is designed to promote online access, and to enhance students’ 

engagement with self-directed writing.   

In the next article, by Kent Rhoads and Jonathan deHaan at the University of 

Shizuoka in Japan, the authors investigate ways in which an instructor motivated and 

encouraged learners to engage in self-access activities, and the positive impact these 

actions had in terms of student participation and attitude. 

The third article is by Moira Hobbs and Yvonne Hynson from Unitec Institute 

of Technology in New Zealand. The authors examine the use of social media for 

learning by both students and teachers. An e-learning platform was created at the 

authors’ institution using Moodle which was designed to provide online support for 

language. The authors track the development of the platform and show how it 

supports autonomous self-directed learning at their institution. 

Our regular column (edited by Katherine Thornton) continues to document the 

curriculum development project at Kanda University of International Studies in Japan. 

In this installment, the focus is on conducting a needs analysis. Keiko Takahashi, Jo 

Mynard, Junko Noguchi, Akiyuki Sakai, Katherine Thornton  and Atsumi Yamaguchi 

investigate learners’ self directed learning needs from the perspective of four major 

stakeholders: students, teachers, learning advisors and senior management. 
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We are also fortunate to have two book reviews. The first is of The Applied 

Linguistic Individual: Sociocultural Approaches to Identity, Agency and Autonomy, 

edited by Phil Benson and Lucy Cooker and published by Equinox. The review was 

written by Cem	  Balcikanli from Gazi Universitesi, Ankara, Turkey. I wondered about 

the implications for our field as “self-access learning” and “autonomous learning” are 

sometimes (erroneously) assumed to have a focus on learners working alone. The 

book explores the paradox of the focus on the “self” within social theories of 

language learning. Phil Benson’s chapter (Chapter 6) discusses the question of how a 

learner can both follow an individualised plan, yet engage in the social processes 

deemed necessary for learning to occur. 

The second book review was provided by Adelia Peña Clavel who works at 

the Foreign Language Teaching Center at the National Autonomous University of 

Mexico. The reviewer gives a brief account of a new ebook Autonomy in Language 

Learning: Stories of Practices which was edited by Andy Barfield and Natanael 

Delgado Alvarado and published by IATEFL. The book features an entire section on 

self-access which includes three chapters or “stories” followed by dialogic-style 

comments on the stories by several responders. 
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